"Time-Change" Combat Match Held at RRC
 

The Ridgway Rifle Club hosted the Time-Change Combat IDPA Pistol Match at the indoor range Saturday.  Match Director Paul Day worked with Range and Safety Officers Mike Newell, Keith Van Horne, Doug Morgan, and Bob Gnan, creating 4 Defensive-LiveFire Stages for the field of competitors.  40 top area competitors, including men and women from area communities arrived for the match, some traveling from as far as Rochester, New York.
 

Bob Gnan, Chief Safety Officer for the International Defensive Pistol Association, spoke to the assembled group about the definite and enforced rules of safe gun-handling and safe conduct during the competition.  Safety for all is a hallmark of the local IDPA chapter, and is the foremost prerogative for the match director and safety range officers.  All shooters complied with safety directives. "Any unsafe actions on the part of any shooter will not be tolerated."  Match officers then reviewed the defensive scenarios with the group, answered questions, and explained details of what is expected in procedures, speed, and accuracy.
 

Stage One consisted of a "retention" weapon presentation from about waist level at two "cardboard" attackers, both of whom held hostages; then moving to more distant attackers in tactical order.  Stage Two was a triple Mozambique (2 body 1 head) with limited Vickers ruling, meaning that no pistol magazines could be dropped on the floor, and three reloads were required. The cardboard attackers were at different distances, and the shooter was required to defeat them in a tactical order.
Stage 3 consisted of a two-shot elimination of 2 threats, shooting a "popper" and defeating an attacker rising from cover with hostage.  Stage 4 was a rapid-fire combination of Stage 3 plus a tactical elimination of two more attackers with the Mozambique pattern.  All competitors remarked that the stages were exciting, challenging, and were well-managed by the range officers.
 

All competitors enjoyed comradery and an excellent lunch provided by the club.  The shooting fraternity of IDPA always enjoys chat about reloading, weaponry, shooting skills, and improvement methods.  Each shooter not only competes with his particular skill division and handgun style division, but also against himself, hoping to improve accuracy and speed with each competition.
 

When the event concluded, Jared Shaffer was honored as 1st place winner overall, and 1st place winner of the big-bore CDP division. Wayne Steele of Ridgway scored 1st place in the Standard Service Pistol division, shooting his unmodified Glock 21 .45 caliber handgun.  Doug Morgan took 1st place in the Enhanced Service Pistol division.  Other notable shooters were Gene Vilella, Terry Hanes of St. Mary's, and Keith Van Horne who scored 2nd place in the CDP division.  Match director Day and the range officers thank all the competitors for shooting safely with others in mind, and cooperating fully with requirements of the range.
 

 

The IDPA Combat and Defensive Matches are held the 2nd Saturday each month at the Ridgway Rifle Club indoor or outdoor ranges.  All observers and competitors wearing hearing and eye protection are welcome.
 

Picture 1:  Terry Hanes shooting  "retention" on Stage 1 with Bob Gnan and Keith Van Horne timing and directing safety.  Cardboard figures with the white X are considered hostages, non-targets.
 

Picture 2: Ed Novak, new Ridgway resident from Connecticut, shooting his Smith and Wesson .45 1911 style pistol, while Doug Morgan keeps time and enforces all safety regulations.
